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 I believe in the triune God- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- who is the creator, sustainer, 

and redeemer of all creation and rules and transforms everything that has been, is now, and 

will be forever more. In the gospel of Jesus Christ God announces the nearness of God’s 

kingdom and in so doing proclaims God’s favor upon all that and who God creates.  The 

mission of God in Christ allows us, the church, to be an active part of proclaiming the good 

news of God’s love, offering God’s grace at font and table, and inviting all people to 

discipleship in Jesus Christ, who is present with the church in Spirit and Word, and alone rules, 

calls, and teaches the church, having received the full power of heaven from the God who 

raised him from the dead. The power and character of God was forever and completely 

confirmed in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  As Christ’s body in the world we 

continue to be called to be a community of love, where sinners find forgiveness and 

reconciliation, and where we work as agents of peace and justice working to tear down the 

walls that separate God’s children, to point beyond ourselves to the Good news of God’s 

transforming grace in Christ Jesus. 

 In our denomination we celebrate this eternal covenant of grace and love at the font and 

the table. Through these sacraments we welcome those being engrafted into Christ as children 

or adults and witness to the saving death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, celebrating our 

anticipation of the heavenly banquet to come with Christ’s second coming. These sacraments 

serve as a demonstration that we understand the breadth and depth of God’s love, grace, 

forgiveness, and redemption that occurred with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

They allow us to live in the midst and strength of God’s promise, actively taking part in God’s 

mission to stand in solidarity with the marginalized in body and spirit.  During his life Jesus 

always embraced those who were rejected and marginalized by the rest of the world. We are 

called to do the same as his church by treating all people with the same dignity and love that 

we show to ourselves and those closest to us. 

 Jesus Christ teaches us in the pages of the New Testament that God embraces all who 

come in faith. We never earn a relationship with God or with God’s Son Jesus Christ. Our faith 

is a reaction to a perfect grace that has its shape, form, and foundations in God’s unshakable 

and eternally faithful love and was demonstrated in the life, ministry and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Once we accept this oneness with God our life becomes a joyful, living prayer of 

thanksgiving. 

 It is never our right or privilege to prevent someone from having this relationship with 

God or living out the life God has willed for them. No one is beyond God’s love and 

transformation and every person is equipped in some way and charged with sharing the good 

news of Jesus Christ to those around them. Our faith is built on the rock of God’s never-ending 

and unshakable power and grace active in the world through the Holy Spirit of the risen Christ. 

This gives each of us the right to the title of child of God and to enjoy covenant fellowship with 

our Creator and Sustainer, the one who calls us precious.  


